Positive Paws Visiting Pet Program (PPVPP)

Membership Guidelines

Please read the following guidelines.  On your Volunteer Information sheet please sign that you have read and agree with guidelines.  Please note that in the follow statements visiting pet program and visiting pet partner have been abbreviated as VPP.

Each pet partner volunteer team (handler and their pet) needs to meet the following criteria within one year of their application and each year of membership there after. 

1)  Pre-Screening 

A. All applicants, including previously certified pets entering the program for the first time, must be pre-screened for temperament and sociability before being accept into the PPVPP either by attending a six-week pre-screening/pre-training class or a private pre-screening appointment (which ever is available at the time). 

B. All applicants, including previously certified pets, understand that the Pre-Screening does not guarantee acceptance into the PPVPP.

C. Applicants that have received previous certification understand that the handler and pet will be screened for therapy work in the PPVPP in the Pre-Screening and previous certification does not guarantee acceptance into the PPVPP.

D. Applicants must receive a PASS or NOT READY score as a result of their pre-screening to become a volunteer in the Positive Paws visiting pet program (VPP). 

E. Applicants who receive a PASS score may then join the Visiting Pet Class and evaluate to visit with the visiting pet program.

F. Applicants who receive a NOT READY score will be directed individually as to which level they should begin training in. 

G. Any applicants, including those previously certified, who receive a NOT SUITABLE score will not be accepted into the PPVPP and are prohibited from visiting under the program name.

H. Applicants should understand that the Pre-Screening is required by the PPVPP but is not certification as a therapy dog.  Certification will need to be done by the Delta Society (see Certification).
I. Any applicants with a pet other than a dog will not attend the Pre-Therapy Class but will instead have an individual pre-screening by appointment.

2) Program Training 

A. After receiving a PASS for Pre-Screening you will be contacted by the PPVPP Membership Coordinator (via e-mail or phone) to begin training.

B. Volunteers must meet with the Membership Coordinator two times to complete VPP training and to review PPVPP policies.  These meetings must be completed before volunteers can begin visiting.  

C. Volunteers should arrange with the Membership Coordinators two visits to observe before they can begin visiting.

D. Volunteers will receive a VPP loaned manual from the Membership Coordinator that they should complete and return before they evaluate. Volunteers should leave a $50 deposit with the Membership Coordinator that will be returned when their book is returned to the VPP. 

E. Volunteers will need to complete the Home Study Test (in the manual) before they evaluatewith the Delta Society. 

3) Dog Training Classes

A. All applicants accepted into the PPVPP should attend at least (but are not limited to) six Visiting Pet Training Classes per year.

B. The Visiting Pet Training Class is held on Wednesdays at 8:00pm.

1. Classes need not be consecutive.

2. Classes before certification will be used to prepare the individual for the therapy dog evaluation.

3. Classes after certification will be used to assist others in preparing for the therapy dog evaluation.

4. VPP members may only bring VPP accepted dogs/pets to the Visiting Pet Training Class.

4) Workshops and/or Home Study Program

A. All PPVPP members must complete either a Delta Society Workshop or Home Study program.

1. This requirement only needs to be fulfilled once.

2. These requirements must be completed before evaluating and visiting as a PP Visiting Pet Partner.

3. This requirement must be completed within 12 months of application.

4. This requirement needs to be completed even by those certified with an organization other than the Delta Society.

5) Certification

A. All volunteers will be certified with the Delta Society.

B. No time limit for completion.

C. All PPVPP members must be certified before visiting with or without a pet.

D. Only PPVPP pets that have been certified may accompany a PPVPP member to any PPVPP events, fundraisers, or visits.

E. Petless Partners do not need to evaluate but do need to complete the Home-study Program and register as a Petless Partner before visiting.

6) Conduct

A. All VPP members will treat other VPP members, applying VPP members, the general public, clients and facility staff with respect and kindness.

B. Inappropriate or vulgar language or comments will not be tolerated by the VPP.  Any volunteer accused of the above will be excused from the program.

C. All VPP members are required to dress appropriately and conservatively while participating in visits or events. Any member dressed inappropriately will be asked to leave.  Volunteers should wear their VPP Shirt while visiting.
D. All VPP pets must be clean and bathed. Any pet that has an odor or other signs of uncleanly ness will be asked to leave.  Pets should wear their VPP vest while visiting.
6) Meetings
A. All PPVPP members should attend at least SIX meetings per year.

B. All Certified/Visiting Pet Partners should attend at least EIGHT meetings per year.

1. 12 Meetings per year

2.  1st Wednesday of the Month

3.  8:10pm

7) Visits

A. All VPP members that have been certified must visit with the PPVPP at least SIX times per year.

B. All VPP members may only visit with one certified pet at a time.

C. All VPP members must be dressed appropriately for visits and their pet must be bathed and nails trimmed and filed within 2 days of a visit.  

D. All VPP members must clean up after their pet on visits.

E. All VPP members must keep their pet on leash at all times during a visit, on facility property or while wearing a VPP vest at other events.

F. All VPP members must hold only their own dog’s leash and are NOT permitted to hold the leash of another VPP member’s pet while representing the PPVPP.

G. All visits with any PPVPP facility must be scheduled and/or approved through a PPVPP Facility Coordinator.

H. Any visits scheduled outside of the PPVPP will not be considered a PPVPP visit and PPVPP shirts and/or vests or not permitted to be worn.

I. Any VPP member may visit outside of PPVPP scheduled visits but as an individual representing themselves only not as a PP Visiting Pet Partner.  PPVPP Shirts and vests should not be worn on individual non-VPP visits.

J. All VPP visits must be scheduled with a facility coordinator.  

K. VPP members may only have their pet wear the VPP vests on PPVPP scheduled visits and events.

L. All VPP members are to rotate the Team Lead position on visits and visit without their pet as a Petless Partner occasionally.

8) Fund Raisers and/or Other Events

A. All VPP members must assist with at least two fundraising or other events per year.

B. Only PPVPP certified pets may accompany VPP members to these events.

9) Volunteering

A. All VPP members must volunteer to help with at least two PPVPP events per year.

10) Re-certification

A. All PPVPP members must re-certify accordingly with the Delta Society.

B. All PPVPP members are responsible to keep their own certification up to date.

C. PPVPP members may not visit with the VPP if their certification has expired, been rejected or revoked.

11) Discrimination

A. The above list of requirements does not discriminate against race, gender, age, breed, species, etc.

B. Applicants understand that decisions are made based on the individual animal’s temperament as well as suitability for therapy work.

C. These requirements were developed to protect both the pets that will be or are certified, as well as the people we will be visiting and exposing to these animals to.
12) Resignation 

A. All volunteers must resign from PPVPP in writing.

B. Any volunteer who does not complete the above requirements within one year of application will be assumed resigned by PPVPP.

C. Any volunteer who does not make contact with a PPVPP member over a period of 6 months will be assumed resigned.

D. If any of the above stated requirements are not met within a one-year period the PPVPP will assume the volunteer has resigned.

E. After resignation any Pet Partner Team may not use the title PPVPP Pet Partner and all visits are done at the responsibility of the individual.

F. After resignation, volunteers should return their VPP vest for reimbursement.  

13) Agreement to Above Terms  

A. I have read the above PPVPP membership requirements and by-laws and agree to accept and complete all necessary requirements. 

B. On your Volunteer Information sheet please sign and date that you agree with all of the above stated terms.

14) Liability Release  

A. I also understand that participating in any of the above listed activities is not without risk.  In the event of an accident or injury during any PPVPP scheduled events, classes, fundraisers, workshops, meetings, evaluations, or visits, I waive the right to hold 1.  Positive Paws, Inc and all of its employee, 2.  the Positive Paws Visiting Pet Program and all of its volunteers or their pets, and 3.  any person or facility being visited, liable for any of these occurrences.  I understand that by signing this waiver I am releasing liability of all of the above stated parties.

B. On your Volunteer Information sheet please sign and date that you agree with all of the above stated terms.
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